
To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Johnson, Kathleen[Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov]; Miller, Amy[Miller.Amy@epa.gov] 
Scott, Jeff 
Tue 2/23/2016 1:13:11 AM 
FW: CBS Evening News Tonight- Exide Battery Recycling Story 

From: Hood, Timonie 
Sent: Monday, February 22,2016 2:02PM 
To: Scott, Jeff <Scott.Jeff@epa.gov>; Barhite, Steven <Barhite.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: CBS Evening News Tonight- Exide Battery Recycling Story 

EPA-R9-20 16-005534-0027868 



On Feb 22,2016, at 11:56 AM, "Hood, Timonie" wrote: 

From: Huetteman, Tom 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 11:53 AM 
To: Hood, Timonie 

Sugerman, 

Cc: Meer, Daniel Reyes, Deldi 
Subject: RE: QUICK Input Needed: CBS Evening News Press Inquiry on Exide Battery 
Recycling Story 

#1) I wouldn't want to comment on liability issues (I copied ORC on this). If the site were 
a Superfund site, which it isn't at the moment, perhaps there is a liability. I would think that 
we should say there are many factors that go into liability and we can't comment on this 
question. Exide is the responsible party at this point. 

#2) Yes, I believe that Quemetco is the only other facility doing smelting (there is another 
facility dismantling batteries- Kinsbursky Brothers in Anaheim). The state (DTSC) is 
taking steps to look at lead in the surrounding community and have Quemetco taking steps 
to conduct sampling. 

Tom Huetteman, Assistant Director 

EPA-R9-20 16-005534-0027869 



Land Division, USEP A Region 9 

415-972-3751 

From: Hood, Timonie 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 11:23 AM 
To: Huetteman, Tom 

Armann, Steve 
Subject: QUICK Input Needed: CBS Evening News Press Inquiry on Exide Battery 
Recycling Story 

1 -I am working with the CBS Evening News to gather some information related to the 
contamination caused by the Exide battery recycling plant in the LA area. I understand that 
W almart utilized the battery recycling services provided by Exide - could W almart become 
a responsible party to the subsequent contamination in the surrounding area? 

2 - Can the EPA confirm if this Exide location was only one of two battery recycling plants 
in California? I believe this is the case, with Quemetco Battery Recycling in Industry, CA 
as the other and only current operational plant right now. Finally, have there been any 
adverse events involving Quemetco where pollutants have been found in surround 
communities? 

EPA-R9-20 16-005534-0027870 



From: Christenson, Kara 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 11:01 AM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal 
Cc: Karlson, Kristine 

Subject: RE: CBS Evening News Press Inquiry on Exide Battery Recycling Story 

Hi Nahal- Quemetco and Exide were the only two operating lead battery recyclers in CA. 
Re compliance, sorry- I don't think I should be the source of information about 
Quemetco's compliance- can we refer the reporter to SCAQMD for this? I'm ok providing 
that info as background for internal use only, but I haven't inspected I investigated 
Quemetco. 

This email, including attachments, may contain information that is confidential and/or protected by the 
attorney/client or other privileges. If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including 
attachments, and notifY me by email or at (415) 972-3881. 

Kara Christenson 

Senior Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street, 16th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

phone: 415 972-3881 I fax: 415 947-3570 

EPA-R9-20 16-005534-0027871 



From: Mogharabi, Nahal 
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 10:56 AM 
To: Christenson, Kara 
Cc: Karlson, Kristine 

Subject: FW: CBS Evening News Press Inquiry on Exide Battery Recycling Story 

EPA-R9-20 16-005534-0027872 



Sent: Friday, February 19, 2016 11:30 AM 
To: Keener, Bill 
Subject: CBS Evening News Press Inquiry on Exide Battery Recycling Story 

Hello Mr. Keener, 

I am working with the CBS Evening News to gather some information related to the 
contamination caused by the Exide battery recycling plant in the LA area. I understand that 
W almart utilized the battery recycling services provided by Exide - could W almart become 
a responsible party to the subsequent contamination in the surrounding area? 

Can the EPA confirm if this Exide location was only one of two battery recycling plants in 
California? I believe this is the case, with Quemetco Battery Recycling in Industry, CA as 
the other and only current operational plant right now. Finally, have there been any adverse 
events involving Quemetco where pollutants have been found in surround communities? 

Thank you so much for your help, look forward to hearing from you. 

Best, 

Bianca Brosh 

Bianca Brosh I Associate Producer, CBS Evening News with Scott Pelley 1212.975.5449 

EPA-R9-20 16-005534-0027873 


